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tion from the troops in the darkness of the night
of the 5th of April, 1799; the accident so extra-
vagantly described by Mr. Hook, " as spreading
like wildfire through the camp." The foregoing
notes and letters in the Duke's handwriting (of
which the originals are now lying before me,)
prove also that his serenity was not at all dis-
turbed by this occurrence,, or by the accidental
omission of the Adjutant-General's office on the
morning of the 6th of April. They show, at the
same time, the terms upon which he was with his
General before, and subsequent to, the attacks of
the Sultaunpettah Tope on the night of the 5th
and the morning of the 6th of April. Here are
no less than six reports from Colonel Wellesley to
his Commander-in~Chief in the course of a single
day respecting the different movements of the
enemy he was watching, and those which in his
opinion would meet them, all written in the
clearest manner and in the kindest spirit towards
his superior officer, anxious to know distinctly
what he desired to have done, and to do it
effectually.

The impression left upon the mind of General
Harris by this Sultaunpettah Tope' affair, which
lias been so misrepresented and exaggerated, is
distinctly shown in the following public despatch
to the Governor-General.